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As Chris Mitchell, owner of Rutherford’s writes in 4
our festive edition of Inside Morpeth, Christmas

just wouldn’t be Christmas in Morpeth, without a

trip into town to marvel at the store’s windows -

and how right he is!

What with the cost of living crisis, worries over winter fuel bills, and 7 C E LE B R ATE W|TH M O R P ETH R U G BY

rising food prices, we all need a little cheering up this Christmas, and

my goodness doesn’t the Rutherford’s window display do just that.

Rutherford’s has been bringing the magic of Christmas into the

lives of generations of Morpeth children, but the store seems to

have surpassed itself this year if that is possible. 8

BOB COLLECTS QUEEN'S HONOUR

STATION OFFICES BACK ON TRACK

The window displays are a joy to behold — not just by our children but

by all of us no matter how old or young, we are. We could be cheeky

and say who needs a trip into Newcastle to see the Fenwick’s windows

when we have out very own winter wonderland in Morpeth thanks

to Chris and his team, and this time we think we are right. 1 9

SAFE & SOUND WITH BARNABAS

The display is not only important to Rutherford’s but to every trader
in Morpeth, no matter how big or small their offerings, because all of
them are relying on hearing their tills ringing heartily this Christmas
to hopefully tide them over for when the New Year dawns and times

undoubtedly get a little harder. 2 6

Morpeth can be proud of its wonderful town centre, its shops and EATING WELL ON A BUDGET
stores, but they do need the support of local residents to spend some

of Christmas in the town. A few pounds spent here and there in a

Morpeth shop or store instead of on-line or the MetroCentre, can quite

literally make all the difference. 4 4
So, let’s all make this a Merry Morpeth Christmas and a Happy New BLOCKBUSTER PANTO PROMISED

Year and shop local!

Goan Leech

Editor of Inside Morpeth 45 TOP AUTHORS FOR BOOK FESTIVAL

Front cover: Morpeth's all lit up for Christmas - photo Joss Guest

Editor: lan Leech, Tel: 07377 095 553  Email: ian-leech@sky.com Advertising: hello@insidemorpeth.co.uk  Distribution: Katherine Brodie (TYD) 07540 804 069
Inside Morpeth is a community magazine published by lan Leech Publicity Services. All rights reserved. Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of material published in

Inside Morpeth. All information is accurate at time of going to press. The publisher does not endorse any advertising material published in INSIDE Morpeth. No parts of the
publication can be reproduced without the prior written permission of the publisher.

TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEXT ISSUE CALL US ON 07377 095 553 OR EMAIL hello@insidemorpeth.co.uk
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Bob Biggs

Queen honoured Bob
with sovereign's award

For a Morpeth man who has been a prime organiser of so many high-profile events across
Northumberland over the past two decades very often involving Royalty, being on the
receiving end of a prestigious award himself was a new but very well-deserved, honour,

writes Editor lan Leech.

Bob Biggs was named by Her Majesty
the Queen in what would turn out to be
her last New Year’s Honours List, as a
member of the Royal Victorian Order for
his special service to the Monarch.

The Order was originally established by
Queen Victoria in 1896, to be presented
at her discretion, to recipients who

had loyally served her during her long
reign. Since then, the Order signified by
a Maltese Cross surrounded by a blue
ring and featuring a Tudor crown, has
continued to be presented by subsequent
Kings and Queen Elizabeth II.

Quite often it would be presented to
recipients at an investiture at a Royal
Palace, but Bob chose to receive his award
at a very personal presentation at Alnwick
Castle, from Her Grace the Duchess of
Northumberland who he has worked

for and with, since she took over as Lord
Lieutenant of the County.

Originally from Derbyshire, Bob moved
north to work for Northumberland
County Council in 1983 and held a
number of senior administrative roles
for the authority before in 1999 he was
asked to become Deputy Clerk to the Lord
Lieutenant of the county alongside his
other duties. The first Lord Lieutenant
he served was Lord Ridley, who was
succeeded shortly afterwards by Sir John
Riddell. He would hold the post until 2009
when the Duchess of Northumberland
took on the role of being the Queen’s
representative in the county.

Bob’s duties as the Lord Lieutenant’s clerk
included helping to organise a variety

of events involving the three holders

of the post he has served, including
presentational ceremonies, church
services, military parades and, of course,
Royal visits. His first came with a visit
by the Duke of Gloucester to the county
shortly after he took on the clerk’s role,
but he was still very new to the job when
one of the biggest Royal occasions he
would be involved with, took place in
2001 when Her Majesty and the Duke of
Edinburgh together visited the county.

4 inside Morpeth

Bob Biggs is
watched by K s

The day began in North Northumberland
before the couple arrived at Morpeth
County Hall then made the short road
journey to Ashington, where together
they walked the length of the town’s
pedestrianised Station Road, to be greeted
by a huge, cheering crowd of well-
wishers.

Co-incidentally, I was working at
Wansbeck Council’s Communication’s
Officer at the time, so was also involved
with the local organisation of the Royal
couple’s visit to Ashington. Over the
next decade I would have the pleasure
of working with Bob on several further
occasions, organising visits by other
Royals to Ashington, Bedlington and
Newbiggin including the then Prince
Charles, Princess Anne and Prince
Edward.

When we met to chat about his award,
we both recalled breathing a sigh of
relief when the Queen and Prince Phillip
got into their car to end the visit to
Ashington, glad that it had all gone off

so well and exactly as planned. Again,
co-incidentally, it was the first Royal visit
to Northumberland that Sir John had
taken charge of after taking on the Lord
Lieutenant’s role and he often remarked
to me how much the Queen and Duke had
appreciated the welcome they were given
by the people of Ashington.

Bob would go on to be a key figure in
almost 50 visits by members of the Royal

lis award by the Duchess of .Nort.humberland
affa i€land son Paul ;

family to Northumberland, but only one
other by the Queen and that came in 2010
when she visited Alnwick Castle to be
greeted by some 6,000 volunteers from
local charities and organisations.

Having been involved in Royal visits

I understand the serious amount of
planning and preparation that goes into
such occasions both before and on the
day, and Bob would often have to help
plan several stops by a member of the
Royal family on one day alone.

But, as he told me, he considers it a great
honour to have been involved not just on
Royal visits, but on others occasions with
the three Lord Lieutenants he has worked
with. “I never imagined I would go on

to meet so many very important people
in this country, when I first took on the
role,” said Bob who despite being retired
from the council continues in his Lord
Lieutenancy role.

“It has been an absolutely pleasure and
privilege to work so closely with three
people like Lord Ridley. Sir John Riddell
and the Duchess who shared an absolute
passion for Northumberland.

“So, when it came to being presented with
my award I thought the appropriate place
to do that was Alnwick Castle, the most
appropriate person to present it do me
was the Duchess. I feel hugely honoured
to receive the award which is something I
will treasure for the rest of my life.”
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JESMOND ASSEMBLY

Call Jesmond Assembly home by 30th December

and we will take care of your stamp duty”

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT
0191 247 4463
LIFESTORY.GROUP/JESMONDASSEMBLY

Move closer to
what matters most.

Pegasus Jesmond Assembly is designed
and built with connections, community
and lifestyle in mind. So you can engage
with your local area, get to where you
need to go and be closer to the things
that matter most. Your place to be.

Jesmond Assembly offers a stylish collection
of contemporary apartments for people over
60. Enjoying a prime location in Jesmond,
it'll instantly become home with everything

on your doorstep.

RENT FROM £1,600 PCM
PURCHASE FROM £275,000 — £545,000

ESKDALE TERRACE, JESMOND, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE2 4DH

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. SPEAK TO OUR TEAM FOR FULL DETAILS.
PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRINT.

Part of

/Lifestory
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TMP | Saiscemens

Lighten your

Chat to us about planning and funding
long-term care, for you or your loved ones.
You'll be taking a weight off your mind.

Whether you simply need a little extra

help or, maybe one day, full residential
care, it's good to know your money will
do the heavy lifting when you need it to.

Give us a call

Senior Partner Practice
St
James's
edvixtf:s;zzIthmanogement.co.uk Place



Clubhouse make-over
Is a real game-changer

The recently completed
splendid refurbishment of the
clubhouse at Morpeth Rughy
Club’s Mitford Road ground,
has been described as a ‘shining
example’ of local people
working together to deliver a
wonderful new facility a whole
community can enjoy using.

The club has invested nearly £800,000 in
modernising the clubhouse to provide
new facilities that can not only by enjoyed
by players, fans and supporters of its
teams, but anyone and everyone from in
and around Morpeth,

The clubhouse - first opened nearly 50
years ago — has been totally redesigned
on both floors to create a stylish new
function room at ground level named
the Elsie Davis Suite, that can seat up
to 250 people at dinners, weddings,
anniversaries and parties.

On the ground floor the 1975 Conference
Room is also available to hire for meetings
and by businesses.

Upstairs a brand-new sports bar has
been created named Laidlaws in memory
of Ted Laidlaw who was the club’s first
captain back in 1947 when it was known
as the ‘Old Edwardians’ representing
the Morpeth Grammar School Old Boy’s
Association. A stylish cabinet trophy has
been made by a local craftsman to fill
one wall of the sports bar, while newly
extended ‘The Front Row Balcony’ offers
spectators a birds-eye view of games.

Catering will be provided for the function
suite and sports bar, from a new and
expanded kitchen which has been fitted
out with the very latest equipment.

Both the function room and the sports
bar as well as the conference room are
available for hire, while the clubhouse
will also be open to local people from 4pm
to 10pm on Tuesdays to Fridays, 11am to
11pm on Saturdays and 9am to 1pm on
Sundays. There is also ample free parking
space within the Mitford Road grounds,
for guests at functions.

All the redevelopment work has been
completed within the original footprint of

fi/ Stephenson
e ready for a

Events Manager
in the Elsie Davi
wedding cerem

the clubhouse which is licensed for civil
wedding ceremonies.

As Club Chairman Simon Harries told
Inside Morpeth: “The clubhouse has
undergone a significant transformation
thanks to our main contractors N B Clark,
our generous donors, our club members
and volunteers.

“It is a shining example of a community
project delivered almost entirely by
people and resources from the Morpeth
area. The development takes the club
into a new era and provides the local
community with a fantastic facility club
members and players as well as local
people can enjoy for many years to come.”

Jane Sexton, the club’s Business
Development Lead, said so many people
from Morpeth’s ‘rugby family’ had been
involved with the project including past
and present players, wives, families and
friends. “The volunteer hours put in by so
many to get the clubhouse ready for its re-
opening, have been staggering,” she said.

“Volunteers have swept up, washed out,
moved furniture, re-stocked our two main
bars and stepped up to do the thousand-
and-one little things that needed to be
done to get us open on time.

“All that means is that we have a fantastic
new amenity to be proud of, the likes of
which exist nowhere else in Morpeth.”

-

As it has done since it was formed,
Morpeth remains one of the premier
rughy union clubs in the North East. The
First XV plays in - and by mid-November
was leading - the Regional 2 North League,
and the club has three other men’s

teams, plus Under 17/18 Colts and over-35
‘Ranters’ Veterans.

Morpeth also has a thriving Age Grade
juniors’ set-up giving youngsters from
the age of five years old the chance to
play the game including four girls’ teams
from Under 12s upwards, something
which is vital to the future sustainability
of the club. Typically, 14 of the current
first team match-day 18-man squad have
progressed through the ranks from the
days when they played age grade rugby.

As Jane Sexton added: “Morpeth is a
classic example of a family-orientated
club giving players the chance to play the
game from an early age right through to
the highest level of regional rugby, and
that family spirit has also helped us create
this remarkable new facility we now have
for the whole of Morpeth to enjoy using.”

All booking enquiries should be
directed to Kerry Stephenson,
Morpeth RFC Events Manager
on 07538 411262, or by email to
functions@morpethrfc.co.uk
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Morpeth

Railway Station

Station back on track

All but one of the offices, created as part of an ambitious project to restore and give the
historic Morpeth Railway Station a new lease of life, has now been let it has been announced,

reports lan Leech.

Greater Morpeth Development Trust
(GMDT) was the driving force behind
plans to restore the station that was first
opened in 1846 to its former glory, at

the same time as becoming a modern
transport hub, and an enterprise centre
for small, entrepreneurial businesses with
the creation of seven offices from within
the near-ruins of the main station Grade II
Listed building.

With the support of partners including
the National Lottery Enterprise Fund, the
Railway Heritage Trust, rail companies
Network Rail and Northern Rail,
Northumberland County Council and

the North East Rural Growth Network,
GMDT secured the £2.3m funding needed
to repair and restore the fabric of the
station that had originally been designed
by architect Benjamin Green during the
Victorian-age of pioneering passenger rail
transport.

The splendid Morpeth Station was actually
opened three years before Newcastle’s
Central Station; two years before trains
were pulling into and leaving London’s
King’s Cross; while Waverley Station in
Edinburgh at the northern end of the
main east coast line up into Scotland, did
not open until 1868.

Guests were told at the official re-opening
of the station two years ago, that Sir

Peter Henry, chairman of Network Rail,
had said: “A place should be proud of its
railway station and Morpeth once again
has a station to be proud of.”

At the time several of the offices had been
let, but leases were not proceeded with
because of the Covid pandemic lockdown.
Now, however, GMDT has just announced
that four of the seven offices have tenants
working there, plus another two are
actively under offer.

The offices in the appropriately named
Benjamin Green House, are described as
being ideal for occupation by developing
small or new businesses, and have all the
modern office requirements as well as
dedicated parking space on the Station’s
forecourt.

Looking back, Mike Willis, GMDT Chair,
said the 2020 /2021 Covid lockdowns
could not have come at a worse time
for the station project. “Construction
work had just been completed, and our
redevelopment partners had given a

8 inside Morpeth
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Matthew McCreton, impressed that the Victorian
charm of the station has been retained

magnificent Victorian heritage railway
building a new lease of life - not only

as a modern transport hub, but we also
enterprisingly created much-needed office
space in a unique business setting quite
literally yards away from the main East
Coast rail line.”

“At the time we had businesses ready
to move into their offices, but quite
understandably they felt they could not
proceed with what was for them a big
step, at a time of some uncertainty.

“But like so many others we have
weathered the storm. People are back
travelling by train and by all accounts,
everyone using the station appreciates the
work we have done there.

“I am delighted to say tenants have now
been found for all but one of the offices,
and occupants tell us they are happy with
their new workspace.

“It has been a long haul back but we have
got there in the end, and the Trust along
with our partners in the project, are
proud of what we have done not only to
preserve a piece of railway history, but

to give travellers using Morpeth Station
modern facilities at the same time.”

One of the first businesses to have moved
into Benjamin Green House is Metalis
Energy, owned and run by father-and-
son Paul and Matthew McCreton, who
manufacture through sub-contractors,
bespoke drilling and pipeline equipment
for use in the offshore industry.

As Matthew told me, with both of them
living locally to Morpeth, they were
looking for a base in town from which to
run their business. “But, we were unable
to find what we were looking for until we
heard about the station offices,” he said.

Lisa Blaney, delighted with her station office

“The office we have taken is ideal for

us. Everything is brand new with all

the connectivity requirements that we
need, inside a building which is part of
Morpeth’s history. One of the things we
love is that the refurbishment work had
been done so sympathetically to retain the
look and character of the station building,
even down to keeping the original
fireplace as a feature in our office.”

Another new tenant is Lisa Blaney, a
family and systemic psychotherapist
with more than 20 years’ experience
supporting families and individuals to
listen and understand each other’s
views and to communicate respectfully
and effectively when presented with
life’s difficulties.

She had been renting rooms in Jesmond
and Newcastle but said: “I needed
somewhere of my own where I can meet
individuals and families I work with, in a
peaceful, relaxed setting which may seem
slightly odd in a room so close to a main
railway line,” she said. “ButI never hear
the trains being on the other side of the
building to the track.”

“The station is proving ideal for me.
Morpeth is within easy reach of so many
places and I have free parking on the
station’s forecourt. There is even a café
on site which is so popular with clients
coming to see me.”

Management of the office space is being
handled by Lambert Smith Hampton,
Newcastle and any enquiries for the
remaining office should be directed to
Emily Wood on 0191 338 8316 or
EWood@lsh.co.uk



A REAL FAMILY
BUSINESS BELIEVING
IN TRADITIONAL
FAMILY VALUES

YOU CAN RELY ON

Owner Scott Bousfield and his family
provide professional top quality
flooring services specialising in
luxury vinyl floor tiles, carpets, safety
flooring vinyl for residential and
commercial premises.

From visiting Brooke in the
showroom at Pegswood, to a free
measure from Scott and expert fitting
by Roan, every Wansbeck Carpet &
Floor experience will be personal,
friendly, easy and enjoyable.

WANSBECK

CARPET & FLOOR
/\
For a no obligation

free estimate
call us on 01670 516815

Come and visit our showroom at:

Unit 2a Pegswood Industrial Estate,
Morpeth NE61 6HZ

OPENING HOURS:

Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm;

Friday 9am to 4pm; Saturday 10am to 3pm
Closed Sunday



Cragside
National Trust

Festive family fun at
Cragside this Christmas

Make memories this
December at Cragside
and enjoy a great day
out with friends and
family. Experience the
House dressed for the
season, have fun at
the activity stations

or stretch your legs
on a winter walk.

All just 30-minutes
from Morpeth.

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas at
Cragside House

Step inside the much-loved Christmas
poem, ‘A Visit from St. Nicholas’. Enjoy
an immersive, magical stroll through
the ground floor of the House. Swags

of luscious green foliage drape in the
halls, and the grand Christmas tree in
the Dining Room has been trimmed with
traditional decorations. Look out for some
special surprises as you explore, as lines
from the poem have been brought to life
in a playful and imaginative way.

10 inside Morpeth

Family fun this December

Stop by three activities stations on your
Christmas visit. Create the ultimate
Christmas snap at the festive photo station
at the visitor centre. Grab a jolly prop,
jump behind the giant photo frame and
strike a pose! Christmas jumpers, are of
course, highly recommended.

Help Father Christmas’ elves find lost
presents in the Formal Garden. His
reindeer did one too many loop-de-
loops when passing by Cragside and six
presents fell out of his sleigh. See if you
can find them. They could be tucked in
the trees or among the flower beds.

You can also share you hopes and dreams
for 2023. Write a New Year wish on one
of the tags provided and hang it on the
tree in the Stables. During December the
tree will gradually fill with well wishes
from visitors.

Winter walks at Cragside

Whether you’re a regular visitor seeking a
new corner of Cragside, or visiting for the
first time, one of the best ways to explore
the grounds, is on a walk. It’s a great way
to blow away the Christmas cobwebs too.

There are 40-miles of footpaths that criss-
cross the grounds and seven way-marked
walks waiting to be explored. Discover

the Rocky Ramble, an adventurous trek
through the heart of Cragside where you’ll

duck under stone archways, and alongside
giant boulders on a hike to Cragend
Quarry. Delve into the mind of William
Armstrong on the Inspiration Trail
where youw’ll find his scientific quotes and
thoughts for the future carved into the
rocks on a circular walk with dramatic
views over the Coquet valley. Or, for a
gentler stroll, walk the banks of Nelly’s
Moss; a pair of artificial lakes, specially
created to store the water needed for
Armstrong’s pioneering hydro-electricity
creation.

If you're feeling adventurous you could
create your own walk using the Explore
Cragside map you receive on arrival.
Follow the meandering water of the
Debdon Burn, discover glistening lakes,
duck under impressive rock formations
and walk under the canopy of some of the
tallest trees of their kind in the country.
When you’re next at Cragside, head to
the new map room at the visitor centre to
plan you next walk.

Christmas at Cragside starts on Saturday
3 December. Cragside is open 7 days a
week, 11am-3pm (last entry 2pm), except
for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Opening dates for the House vary. £10
adults, £5 children and £25 for family
entry. Members and under 5s are free.
Plan your visit at nationaltrust.org.uk/
cragside. Don’t forget to share your festive
fun on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter
at @ntcragside.



National
Trust

made at Cragside

Make memories at Cragside this December on a festive
day out. Experience a magical stroll through the ground
floor of the House, help Father Christmas find his lost
presents in the Formal Garden, strike a pose in the festive
photo station, and add your hopes and dreams for 2023
to the wish tree. From Saturday 3 December.

nationaltrust.org.uk/cragside For everyone, for ever
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Stobhill Pharmacy

Delivering healthcare to you

We're OPEN and here to accomodate
your healthcare needs!

Qur services include:

o7 Dispensing and FREE delivery of NHS prescriptions
oP Professional advice and free treatment of minor ailments
o7 NHS flu vaccinations

27 UTI diagnosis and treatment service
oF Free advice on stopping smoking
o7 Blood pressure checks and healthy living advice

To enquire about eligibility for our free delivery service
contact the Stobhill Pharmacy team

T 01670512697 E infoestobhillpharmacy.co.uk

Opening hours: Monday to Friday $am - 5.30pm €




Stobhill

Pharmacy

Jonathan Pringle, Asim Akhtar
and Munir Nazrul are the new
owners of Stobhill Pharmacy,
an independent community
pharmacy located in Stobhill,
on the outskirts of Morpeth
town centre. Having purchased
the pharmacy from Boots in
July, the new owners quickly
discovered that changes had
to be made.

The three friends met and studied at
Sunderland University before going their
own separate ways for the past 10 years.
Jonathan worked as a pharmacy manager
for a large multiple in Ashington, whilst
Asim and Munir worked at a number

of independent pharmacies across the
region. From their university student
days, they envisioned owning a pharmacy
of their own where they could provide a
first-class professional, friendly, prompt
and efficient service for all.

“Our aim was always to go into business
together once we had gained the right
sort of experience in our profession,”

said Jonathan, who is also the pharmacy
manager. “When we heard about the
availability of the pharmacy at Stobhill,
we decided the time was right to put our
business plan into action. We believe that
having a local accessible pharmacy is
vital in an edge-of-town neighbourhood
such as Stobhill, where people can easily
park and access the services we provide.
The response and feedback from local
residents has been fantastic. Many
patients have told us how delighted they
are that we have taken over the pharmacy
and that positive changes have been
made. A lot of elderly people live in the
neighbourhood and they tell us they were
concerned they would have struggled to
make it down to a pharmacy in Morpeth
town centre. At Stobhill Pharmacy we
don’t believe in charging our patients for
delivery of their prescription medicines,
which is why we immediately set up our
free daily delivery service to Morpeth and
the surrounding areas,” said Jonathan.

These days, community pharmacies such
as Stobhill Pharmacy are an essential part
of the NHS family, but their traditional
role of healthcare professionals
dispensing prescriptions written by
doctors, has changed significantly

in recent years. While prescription

Stobhill Pharmacy

dispensing is still hugely important,
along with the supply of over-the-counter
medication, Jonathan and his team of
dispensers provide a number of services
such as advice on medications and
treatments; free minor ailment treatment
service; deliver services such as winter
flu jabs locally in the pharmacy; and
liaise with fellow professionals on behalf
of patients as well as signposting other
healthcare services.

Stobhill Pharmacy employs an
experienced, knowledgeable and
enthusiastic team of dispensers with a
passion for delivering the best possible
customer service to all patients. “We
believe that nobody should settle for
second-best when it comes to healthcare.
We pride ourselves on the efficiency of
our service and our short wait times.
Whilst some of our competitors appear
to be struggling with the ever-growing
workload, we have made a commitment
that nobody will wait more than 72
hours from ordering their prescription,
to having it dispensed and ready for
collection or delivery,” said Jonathan.

“This is a challenging time for the
provision of healthcare services right
across the board, and it is perhaps

more important than ever before that
community pharmacies such as ours are
there to provide a service that people
need on their own doorsteps.”

Unlike some pharmacies which may order
stock from a single wholesaler, Jonathan
and his team have links with at least five
wholesalers who all deliver twice a day

to Stobhill Pharmacy. “That means if we
haven’t a certain medication in stock, we
can generally get it for a patient the same
day,” said Jonathan.

“Our message to the people of Stobhill
and the surrounding neighbourhoods is
that we are here for them, providing them
with the best possible healthcare service
and advice that we can.

“We are determined to get to know local
people and for them to get to know us, so
that they can have confidence and trust
in the level of service we are providing
for them,” said Jonathan. “We want to
say thank you for welcoming us into the
community and for the overwhelming
support we have been shown at the
beginning of our journey.”

Stobhill Pharmacy is open five days a
week Monday to Friday from 9am to
5.30pm.
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Morpeth

Tandoori

Morpeth is ‘'home from home' to Abdul

When he moved to Morpeth
almost 40 years ago to open his
Indian take-away opposite the
ancient Chantry building at
the end of Bridge Street, little
did Abdul Muhit think that he
would come to consider the
town as ‘home.’

But, that is exactly what has happened.
Not only has his Morpeth Tandoori
take-away become such a popular eating
establishment with a legion of followers,
but Abdul himself had made so many
friends in the town.

As he says, he has felt very much at home
in Morpeth since first moving to the

town where he has been made to feel so
welcome by customers and friends he has
made over so many years.

So much so, that Abdul is always very
keen to give something back to Morpeth,
by way of raising money for a variety of
charities and local organisations such as
Barnabas Safe & Sound, Henry Dancer
Days which supports families with
children diagnosed with a rare cancer,
and most recently by buying defibrillators
for junior football teams after he himself

THOMAS BEWICK
SCHOOL

Abdul Muhit and his nephew Salam present their charity night cheque to staff at the Thomas Bewick school

recovered from a heart attack.

Very recently Abdul has — with his family
— opened the DhamaKa restaurant in
Cramlington to give local people the
chance to enjoy his traditional Indian
cuisine in a dining-out setting as well as in
their own homes.

The new business venture is the latest in
along line of restaurants and take-away
his family has owned and run across the
region over nearly 60 years.

“Morpeth has been very good to me and
it gives me a great deal of pleasure to give
something back to Morpeth” said Abdul,
and that is an approach that he and his

family are carrying on at Cramlington.

Already, through his DhamaKa restaurant
Abdul and his family are continuing

their fund-raising activities. Along with
his nephew Salam who is running the
DhamaKa so Abdul can continue serving
his customers at Morpeth Tandoori, Abdul
presented a cheque for £1,000 to the
Thomas Bewick school which educates
and cares for children with autism.

As this is its first festive season, the
DhamaKa will be serving up traditional
Indian festive feasts for customers,
including on Christmas and New

Year’s days.

Morpe

Cf]staé LS/lec/ 1983

th Tan

ﬁnc/wm 7akeawag

Abdul Muhit has been sewing his 7770“1;7@15/1 customets with the ﬁnest choice of authentic and
classic f)nc[icm custne, ﬁes/z/y made to 0?(1@2, _/(;7 nem/y 40 yeazs. In that time he has also
[oecome very muc/1 pazt of t/ae 7770&/0&/1 comnwnity anc[ /ms donatec[ t/ftousands of pounds to

suppo't local good causes to guwe sometlzing back to the town he now calls home.

10 Chantry Place, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 1P]
Call 01670 517180 or 01670 516144

www.morpethtandoori.co.uk

Mondays to Sundays 5.30pm to 10.30pm
Friday & Saturday Lunchtimes 12 Noon to 2pm

Open all Bank Holidays except Christmas Day
Closed every Tuesday
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Christmas with a difference at...

Dhama

EXPLORE THE FLAVOURS OF INDIA

a Wz

Team Dhamaka wish all our customers a
Very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year

CHRISTMAS DAY
Enjoy with us a traditional Indian Festive Feast.
Four-course Menu for £35 per person. Open 12.30pm to 4pm

NEW YEAR'S EVE
Welcome in 2023 with the flavours of India.
Two sittings - 5pm £35 per person & 7.45pm £45 per person

FESTIVE FEAST CHRISTMAS PARTIES
Perfect for large parties. Available until 21 December on Sundays,
Mondays & Wednesdays. £20 per person

Our Dine@Home menu is available as usual during the festive period.

OPENING HOURS

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

5:30-10:30pm
5:30-10:30pm
5:30-10:30pm
5:30-10:30pm
5:30-10:30pm
5:30-10:30pm
Closed

4, Brockwell Centre, Dhamaka, Northumbrian Rd, Cramlington NE23 1XZ
Reservations & Collections (01670) 736070

Outside Dining Hours 07778 077518
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The Gentlemans Barbers

CHRISTMAS

BUSINESS HOURS

DECEMBER

SUNDAY 18TH
10AM - 4PM

MONDAY 19TH, TUESDAY 20TH
& WEDNESDAY 21ST
9AM - 6PM

THURSDAY 22ND & FRIDAY 23RD
9AM - 7PM

SATURDAY 24TH
7.30AM-2.30PM

CLOSED
SUNDAY 25TH
MONDAY 26TH
TUESDAY 27TH

WEDNESDAY 28TH
9AM - 6PM

THURSDAY 29TH & FRIDAY 30TH
9AM - 7PM

SATURDAY 31ST DECEMBER
7.30AM - 2.30PM

JANUARY

CLOSED
SUNDAY 1ST JANUARY
MONDAY 2ND JANUARY

NORMAL OPENING HOURS RESUME ON

TUESDAY 3RD JANUARY 9AM - 6PM

.E

NEWGATE ST. MORPETH

01670 514544

davesthegentlemans.nearcut.com
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Give the gift of memories this Christmas
with a Family Photoshoot Voucher.

Maternity, newborn, 1st birthday cake smash &
family location shoots available to order now.

To check dates and book a shoot visit
www.jossguestphotography.co.uk

\ THE BEE &

o e

3 MARKET PLACE, MORPETH, NE61 1HG

thebeeandbotanist.co.uk
Open Tuesday-Saturday 9:30am-4:30pm

"An Exceptionally Talented Florist..."



Mark's top tipple tips for
a very merry Christmas

Hello and welcome to the first of what | hope to be many
columns for Inside Morpeth. My name is Mark and I'm the
owner of Grape and Grain- Morpeth’s longest established

Wine, Beer, and Spirits Merchant.

It certainly has been very busy recently
as we prepare for our first Christmas at
our new home of 3 Bridge Street with lots
of deliveries of top wines for the festive
period. During this time, our thoughts
very much go towards what can be
enjoyed once we are able to put our feet
up on Christmas Day.

For me, Christmas Day is always about
pushing the boat out (if I can stay awake)

- with a nice glass of fizz to kick off
proceedings. Many go for champagne,
and there is certainly nothing wrong with
that if you can afford it. We have some top
choices at G&G including Esprit Nature
Organic Champagne (£60.00) - one famous
wine critic called it “the best champagne
you've never heard of”.

However, for me there is a lot more value
to be found elsewhere without cutting
back in quality. Our Langlois Crémant

de Loire (£15.50) is certainly one of

those wines. Also, there is much to be
said of English Fizz. As a country we are
producing some of the best bottles of
bubbles around! The Simpsons Estate
from Kent forms the main part of our
range, and the Chalkland Cuvee NV for
£27.00 is excellent. Also, the Simpsons
Flint Fields Blanc de Noir (£45.00) recently
won Best English Sparkling Wine in the
Champagne and Sparkling Wine World
Championships 2022.

As for the main event, it is all about
lighter reds, or whites with a bit of body.
Pinot Noir is a definite contender (my
choice would be Domaine Cordaillat

At Grape & Grain we are approachable, friendly,
and welcoming. We believe there is a wine out
there for everyone.

We love what we do. We are passionate about our
products, and want to spread the word about the
wonderful world of wine.

Reuilly Rouge from the Loire at £17.00),
or a Beaujolais. As for the white, an oaked
Chardonnay would be an ideal companion
for Christmas lunch, with Felino from
Argentina (£17.25) is a good alternative to
some of the classic French stuff and half
the price. If you are an ABC (Anything
But Chardonnay), a white Rioja is a good
bet, or a Chenin Blanc from South Africa.
Options available from G&G ranging from
£10.00 upwards.

Whatever you tipple is this Christmas,
we’d be delighted to help you find the
right choice.

Take care and Merry Christmas from all
of us all at G&G.

Cheers, Mark Stephenson

lad
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Whatever you're listening
out for this Christmas,
we’re here to help

We also provide a unique ENT nurse led
wax removal service

Book your free hearing health
assessment today by calling us on

55 Bridge Street, Morpeth
fwin

*2 free batteries with each pack of 12 while stocks last H O U S E OF H EARI N G

" LEATHER CLEA

- MATTRESS CLEANING

‘HARD FLOOR CLEANING

- STAIN:REMOVA

" STAIN PROTECTION;

 FLAME RETARDANT APPLICATIO
:_'“FLOOD WATER REMO\
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IMG

HAIR THERAPY CLINIC

Non-surgical hair replacement

JMG offer bespoke, natural, undetectable ‘Virtual Skin’
hair systems, which are non medical & non invasive
for clients with hair thinning, male pattern baldness

and alopecia.

Supplier of all major brands of wigs and hair pieces,
working in partnership with continental wigs.

17 YEARS OF HELPING CLIENTS
REGAIN THEIR CONFIDENCE
Call or email for a FREE consultation

T01670 518226 M 07986915292
32B Newgate Street rear, Morpeth, NE61 1BA
imghairtherapy @gmail.com

Discrete & comfortable premises within minutes of Morpeth bus station.

""\‘ﬁd

’r‘?‘!eanmg Solutio



Keeping Morpeth’s youn
people safe and sound

By Inside Morpeth Editor lan Leech

2022 has been a landmark year
for a Morpeth-based charity
which - in its own words - aims
to make ‘a positive difference’
to the lives of local young
people by supporting them on
their journey to independence,
and ultimately to become active
and valued members of society.

For a start the year marked the 21st
anniversary of the founding of Barnabas
Safe & Sound, and as 2022 draws to a
close, it is has just unveiled another
important new facility for the benefit of
young people.

The aptly-named ‘Garage’ is doing exactly
what it says on the tin by making use of
an undeveloped garage at the charity’s
Wellwood House base close to the town
centre of Morpeth by converting it into

a safe space where young people can be
themselves, hang out with their friends,
enjoy a game of pool, refreshments from
its tuck-shop and take the lead on projects
which are important to them.

At the moment it is open as a drop-in
youth club on Thursday and Friday
evenings, but it is hoped to extend the
Garage opening hours in the coming
months with further funding and
community support. As Barnabas

knows it offers the only safe space for
young people to hang out as opposed

to having to roam the streets. Barnabas
contributed money from its own free
reserves, which along with contributions
from the Northumberland County
Council Community Investment Hub and
Community Chest, together added up to
the £48,000 cost of the conversion.

Two decades ago Barnabas realised

the dream and vision of a remarkable
Morpeth lady called Cecilia Brown, to set
up a charity offering young people sound
advice and safe accommodation - hence
the name Barnabas Safe & Sound.

Her dedication in creating a much-
needed project led her and an equally
enthusiastic steering group from the
New Life Christian Centre, to conduct

a number of feasibility studies and
consultations with young people one of
which showed a significant shortage of

Northumbria Police & Crime Commission KIm McGuiness is pictured with Hayley Brown, manager of

Barnabas, after opening the new ‘Garage’ space

accommodation for vulnerable youngsters
in Morpeth. From there Barnabas was
formed and since then has provided
supported accommodation to more than
300 local youngsters with nowhere to call
home or to live independently on their
own. Currently, the charity offers 10 bed
spaces for young people, in its shared
supported accommodation project.

It may shock Inside Morpeth readers to
learn that there are still homeless young
people sleeping rough in and around the
town, because, for example, of family
relationship breakdowns, who are
surviving in doorways and park benches!

What Barnabas Safe & Sound Homes aims
to do, is to help youngsters aged 16 to 25
years old, facing a housing crisis, with
solutions or supported accommodation
or by sign-posting them to other agencies
which might be able to assist them.

Barnabas also actively engages in other
vital projects. For example, Safe & Sound
Youth, reaches out to young people aged
11 to 19 years old, through detached youth
work, peer mentoring and the chance

to join programmes such as the Duke of
Edinburgh Award scheme.

Safe & Sound Advice, also engages with 16
to 25-year-olds who need help in a variety
of ways, but do not where to turn or who
to ask for help.

The Barnabas team is made up of seven
full and part-time staff supported by a
dedicated and committed board of
trustee volunteers.

As Finance and Communications Officer
Gill Monaghan told me: “We like to think

we have the backs of young people in
Morpeth. However, no one size fits all
and every young person has different
needs. We are here to try and help them
in whatever way we can.

“We are on the side of the young people
of Morpeth and if we can help just one of
them to lead a more fulfilled life, then we
are making a difference.”

Manager Hayley Brown added that it has
always been the Barnabas vision to realise
the potential of the building it bought

in 2009, by improving the facilities it
provides. “The opening of the ‘Garage’ is
a big step forward and we are so grateful
to all those who have helped us with its
launch,” she said.

The ‘Garage’ was officially opened

by Northumberland’s Police & Crime
Commissioner Kim McGuiness, who
told Inside Morpeth: “it is an incredible
space that does vital work in creating
opportunities for local young people.

“At a time when youth work services are
declining, young people have missed their
rights of passage, making it harder for
them to develop relationships and build
communication skills. Being able to come
here gives young people the chance to be
the best version of themselves and I am
sure there will be a succession of them
who will be grateful for their time spent
with Barnabas.”

To learn more about Barnabas

Safe & Sound and the services and
amenities it provides, contact
www.barnabas-northumberland.org.uk
or call 01670 517721.
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Maximize

Education

Challenges of
evelling up learning

Educators from a Morpeth-
based company specialising

in providing out-of-school
additional private tuition to
pupils and students to help
them prepare for examinations
and gain academic confidence
in the subjects they are

studying, are taking on a new
challenge to support more
vulnerable youngsters within
the education system.

Having successfully developed the
‘Maximize Education’ brand offering
support to students from a young age

to their late teens either at its offices

in Morpeth’s Newgate Street or indeed
anywhere in the UK via on-line learning,
founder Christine Jamieson is now
looking to expand the positive impact of
individualised tuition to as many students
as possible whatever their backgrounds
and circumstances.

As she says, supporting a child’s academic
journey opens ever-broadening life
opportunities for them, and offering that
support to a wider demographic ensures

more children can maximize their talents.

“Knowing that only a small proportion of
the population are able to address out-
of-school tuition due to socio-economic
barriers, has challenged us to address
the inequalities being perpetuated and

to formulate a meaningful solution,” said
Christine.

So, one way Christine and her team, plan
to do that as part of their own ‘levelling
up’ agenda, is by setting up The Maximize
Education Foundation to offer bursaries
and scholarships to young people who
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Rachel Armitage - Maximize Educations's new Education Co-ordinator

would otherwise not be able to take
advantage of the level of supported tuition
they can offer.

That ambition is being progressed
through the establishment of a board
governed by a minimum of three trustees
supported by additional board members
with levels of expertise equating to the
Foundation’s key aims and objectives.

At the same time the Maximize team has
also begun to work with partners such
as the County Council Social Services as
well as some local schools, to provide
individualised supportive tuition to what
are described as ‘looked after’ children
who, for one reason or another, need to
move out of mainstream school and to
learn through the sort of teaching they
can offer.

The youngsters they will be able to
support in this way, may be having some
problems or issues in their lives, perhaps
at home or in foster care, and are taught
core subjects such as English, Maths and
Science on a one-to-one basis.

Running that aspect of Maximize
Education is Rachel Armitage, who has

been recently recruited as Education
Co-ordinator and Safeguarding Lead.
Rachel has joined Maximize Education
from Blyth Academy where she worked
as the Education Welfare Officer, and
before that she was teaching English at an
international school in Switzerland.

Currently, seven youngsters are being
taught this way either during the day at
the Maximize Education centre, or online.

As Rachel said: “Our aim is to support
these young people so that they can

get the best education they can.” All
have their own individualised learning
plan and as Rachel added: “It can be
challenging, but also rewarding to see
them progress and respond to what is a
new way of learning for them.”

As a footnote, Christine confirmed that

a Governance Consultant has been
contacted by Maximize Education to
undertake the next development phase

of the Foundation, who will shortly

be working with her and a specialist
accountant with a view to announcing the
Board members in the New Year with an
offical launch event.



W0, MAXIMIZE
‘Yl EDUCATION

Nurturing Knowledge,
Maximizing Success

—

LET'S GET
LEARNING
TOGETHER

Our aim at Maximize Education is to mirror the academic year
working with the curriculum to support students at all levels of
their studies whether that be examination preparation or
subject support, building confidence to maximize not just
immediate results but future potential.

' Our professional tutors are carefully selected for their academic
experience and ability to nuture knowledge.

' Because we want to also make our learning programmes as
affordable to as many people as possible, we are introducing the
option of 2:1 tutorials as a new ‘cost-buster’ for parents, where
students can be paired up with someone of their own age and ability
either at our Morpeth base or online

' Ask now for details of our 2:1 tutorial options to get learning together

To book a free consultation call 07894 852 929
or email maximizeeducation@gmail.com

www.maximizeeducation.com

32a Newgate Street, Morpeth, NE61 1BA




Wallington
National Trust

The spirit of Christmas
at Wallington

Christmas time at Wallington
has always been special, from
the Trevelyans celebrating with
Christmas stockings, carols

and charades, to welcoming
wartime refugees who
tobogganed on the Barn Flatt
and coasted down the path in
the Courtyard.

The natural surrounds of the wider
Wallington estate lent themselves to
festive fun and Robin Dower, grandson of
Sir Charles PhilipsTrevelyan and Mary,
Lady Trevelyan, fondly remembers time
spent with family and friends in the great
outdoors:

“Successive cold winters in the late 40s
and 50s allowed us regular access onto
the natural ice of the woodland ponds
and many of my generation became
competent skaters, skilled enough at ice-
hockey if not graceful at figure skating.

“One year we discovered stored in a
cupboard in Scarlet Nook a set of ten or
twelve large Chinese paper lanterns and
suddenly had the bright idea of hanging
them on the low branches of the trees
round the Boathouse Pond as illumination
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for alate-night Christmas skating party...
and a magical atmosphere created by the
globes of light round the pond with the
dark sky filled with stars overhead.”

This custom of making memories and
spending time with loved ones continues
today as visitors make Wallington a part
of their family traditions.

On a visit this festive season, visitors can
take a trip through Christmases past in
the house or wrap up warm and take a
stroll in the grounds, keeping an eye out
for Father Christmas’s reindeer who are
resting in the north woods ahead of the
big day.

Outside the house, you can’t miss the

giant reindeer ‘Magnificence’, all lit up
and pulling a sleigh you can sit in for a
festive family selfie.

Inside the house, each room is dressed for
Christmas across the eras, including the
17th, 18th and 19th centuries, right up to
the nostalgia of the more modern decades
of the 20th century.

On weekends in December, live music
will greet you in the Central Hall and Mrs
Christmas is back with her sparkly shoes
and piles of story books, while Father
Christmas will be popping in too, so catch
him for a hello and a family photo when
you spot him.

This year, you can savour the sights and
smells of the season in the Yuletide Yard.
Festooned with lights and offering festive
drinks and snacks, the small courtyard at
the back of the house is the perfect spot
to take a break, enjoy table games and a
cosy atmosphere before heading off for
more Christmas fun.

If there was ever a time of year to make
lasting memories with your nearest
and dearest it must be now. Let’s keep
the traditions of a warm, welcoming
Wallington Christmas alive.



National
Trust

Special memories

made at Wallington

Make lasting memories this festive season
with your friends and family at Wallington.

nationaltrust.org.uk/wallington

For everyone, for ever
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Rutherford & Co.

ADVERTORIAL

Rutherford’s windows lighting up
Christmas in Morpeth once again

Stylish handbags by Radley make the
perfect gift and you’ll also find some
gorgeous gifts in our beauty department,
including Estee Lauder, Clarins, Clinique,
Benefit, Molton Brown and L’Occitane.

Baubles are glittering on the
tree, fairy lights are twinkling
and there’s a sense of
excitement and anticipation
in the air.

It really is the most wonderful time of
the year!

Rutherfords of Morpeth is bursting
with ways to help you capture the magic
of Christmas.

Step through our doors into our Christmas
wonderland and you’ll find inspiration

on how to deck the halls for the festive
season, along with the perfect gifts to
make it the most special occasion.

Christmas isn’t Christmas without a trip to
see our spectacular window, which brings
festive cheer to the whole town.

Whether you’re looking for special gifts
for loved ones, secret Santa presents or
stocking fillers, there is something for
everyone in Rutherfords this Christmas.
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The party season is nearly upon us - a
great excuse to dress up and look your
glamorous best.

With labels like Soyaconcept, Fransa,
Part Two, Masai and Sahara, we’ll help
you to find the perfect outfit for the office
party, drinks with friends or Christmas
Day itself.

We’ll also help you make the season
both merry and bright with beautiful
decorating ideas for your tree and table.

We’ve beautiful baubles and unique, one-
off toys that will make you want to give
your tree pride of place in your home.
Youw’ll find home furnishings and interiors
ideas to create a cosy home to be enjoyed,
not only over Christmas, but throughout
the whole winter.

From twinkling candles that create a
cosy atmosphere to sumptuous throws
and cushions that make any room warm
and cosy even on the coldest nights of
the year.

If you're inviting guests to stay this
Christmas, we can help to make
entertaining less stressful. Prepare your
home for the festive season by giving your
guest room a luxurious makeover, with
crisp, white sheets, pillowcases and duvet,
along with cushions and throws that add
a finishing touch.

To many, Christmas dinner is the most
important meal of the year, so creating the
perfect table is essential. Our cookshop

is full of ideas on how you can create

a sophisticated, luxurious table setting

on the big day. From pots, pans, serving
dishes and utensils to serve up a festive
treat to silver cutlery, napkins and eye-
catching centre-pieces, it will be a meal

to remember.



FROM

RUTHERFORD & Co

MONDAY - SATURDAY 09:30 - 17:30 | SUNDAY 10:00 - 16:00



Home Instead

ADVERTORIAL

Eating well
oh a budget

Carole Kirk of Home Instead, South East Northumberland

In my lifetime, we have incorporated an increasingly wide range of
food and our tastes have been enriched by different cooking styles
and cultures. For those who lived through the war “waste not
want not” was a way of life. Out of necessity, people became used
to cheaper cuts of meat and stretched their meagre food rations

by using offal (liver, kidney, heart, tongue, ox tail and tripe).
Vegetarians also became more creative with additional portions

of eggs, cheese and nuts.

With inflation rising as well as fuel

costs, many of us are looking at ways of
reducing costs. At Home Instead we are
fortunate to meet people of all ages and
with this comes a great opportunity to
learn from the knowledge and experience
of those who have lived through different
times. Good cooks usually enjoy passing
on their top tips, so take time to chat, ask
questions and learn from others.

Here are a few of the ideas which we have
learned over the years — sorry no tripe!

* Planning your meals in advance will
help you to be organised and also to
avoid buying items you don’t need.

* Keep a stock of basics, ensuring you
always have things which you can
cook easily or turn in to a meal — pasta,
rice, flour, tomato puree, baked beans,
tinned tomatoes and beans such as
butter beans or cannelloni. Chickpeas
are another good staple.

* Ifyou are making one meal, consider
making enough for two, or a batch of
meals . You can store them easily for
use the next day or in the freezer.

* Experiment with ingredients which
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help to bulk out your meals. Red, green
or puy lentils require little preparation
beyond rinsing (follow the instructions
on the packet) and can be added to
many recipes (not just soup). Lentils
are a great source of dietary fibre and
protein, you will get more portions
from your basic recipe and they are
tasty.

Porridge is a great healthy breakfast,
use porridge oats which you can cook
easily and cheaply in the microwave.
There are also lots of recipes for
“overnight oats” porridge oats left to
absorb yogurt. You can use different
types of yogurt -or make with natural
or Greek yogurt and add a little honey.
Really nice with fruit on top.

Adding vegetables such as carrot,
courgette, celery to basic recipes such
as mince, lasagne, bolognese — again
this makes more portions and gives
added nutritional benefit. Lentils and
grated carrot can be used to completely
replace meat, whilst still making a
tasty meal.

Spinach is high in antioxidants, so can
be eaten raw or added to food at the
end of cooking - doing this provides

more nutrients. You can buy it frozen
and add it to a range of dishes.

Rice is a food which can be cooked

in many ways - risotto, jambalaya ,
puddings. It can even be eaten cold

as a salad. However on a cautionary
note, rice also contains bacteria which
can survive cooking and multiply if
left out at room temperature for too
long. Ideally rice should be eaten
immediately after cooking. Great

care must be taken if cooling rice or
reheating it - rice should be cooled
quickly, within one hour, then stored
in the fridge and not be kept for longer
than one day. If you do reheat rice, it
should only ever be reheated once and
it must be steaming hot when served.

Slow cookers can be used to good
effect, cooking cheaper cuts of meat for
longer and giving tender results.

Be aware that ovens and grills can use
a lot of energy- if you are using the
oven, try to cook extra portions or
several things at once to get more for
your energy usage. Microwave ovens
use significantly less energy than a
conventional oven.




Home
Instead.
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Live well, your way

with care at home

Your home is where you feel the most comfortable
and the happiest. It’s the place you know the best.

v" Home help V' Personal care
v~ Companionship v" Dementia care

;:I”STAR- EMPLOYER \ Inspected and rated

Contact us on: 01670 338542 | AR R

CareQuality

homeinstead.co.uk/south-east-northumberland [ 2021 QCommlssion

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is independently owned and operated



Robson & Cowan Scots’ Gap
Christmas winter wonderland

If you don’t fancy the hurly-
burly of a Christmas shopping
trip to frenetically busy

malls or over-crowded out-of-
town retail parks, there is an
alternative and that is to head
the other way into the peace
and quiet of the beautiful
Northumberland country
where youw’ll find the Robson &
Cowan country store at Scots’
Gap just a few miles west of
Morpeth, might just have what
you are looking for by way of
presents for the big day!

It’s no exaggeration to say that as panto-
time approaches, the store is something of
an Aladdin’s Cave stocked with so many
great buys right across the board.

Take its country clothing department, for
example. There yow’ll find a wonderful
array of jackets, gilets, jumpers,

hats, scarves, gloves, hats, boots and
wellingtons that will make fantastic

Christmas presents especially with signs
that winter is fast approaching, from
leading brands such as Barbour, Ariat,
Hoggs of Fife, Le Chameau and more.

There are gifts and cards from Alex Clark
and the store staff will even neatly wrap
a present for you which means one less
job to do in the final few days before
Christmas!

More practically, the store has a
wonderful electrical department stocked

N

with leading brand televisions and home
appliances such as washing machines,
dishwashers, cookers, fridges and
freezers, all delivered and installed in
homes across the region.

There are also plenty of smaller
appliances such as microwaves, toasters,
kettles, food processors, heaters, irons,
hoovers, hairdryers, shavers and Roberts
Radios, which again can make ideal and
practical presents.

For the outdoor man - and woman

— Robson & Cowan stock the finest
Husqvarna, Honda and Stihl machinery
and chainsaws, which again would make
much-appreciated gifts for when it is time
to get back into the garden as the finer
weather arrives.

Don’t forget, if you have a dog, a
Christmas shopping trip to Scots’ Gaps can
also double-up as an invigorating walk
far from the madding crowds, around
nearby beauty spots such as Wallington
and Bolam Lake - before the bad weather
sets in!
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"*For 100 years *’

A FANTASTIC RANGE OF QUALITY PRODUCTS AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNTRY STORE

[ -

HOME APPLIANCES & TVs « GARDEN MACHINERY & CHAINSAWS « ATVs « COUNTRY CLOTHIN
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w
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G « EQUESTRIAN « FARM & GENERAL SUPPLIES

Scots Gap, Morpeth, NE614DT - 01670 774205
Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm, Saturday 8.30am - 5.00pm
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TOWN CRYER!

The latest News from Morpeth Town Council

Town remembers its war ‘heroes
- and the proud Ukrainian people

Our Remembrance Day
commemorations had an extra
poignancy this year, as we thought
of the terrible loss of life and
privation in Ukraine. We even
have our own community of
Ukrainian guests in Morpeth now,
who meet at St George’s Church
with their kind host families every
Friday morning.

This year our honoured guests on
Remembrance Day were Lord Ridley,
representing his Majesty the King

as Deputy Lord Lieutenant and
Colonel James Royds, High Sheriff of
Northumberland.

They commented, as so many visitors
do, on how good it is to see Morpeth
Remembrance Day so well attended and
S0 many young people present.

Our Scouts, Guides, Brownies and Cadets
were out in force and proudly parading
behind the magnificent Morpeth Pipe
Band, with our veterans and other

town organisations.

In the afternoon, together with
Councillor colleagues and Castle
Morpeth Explorer Scouts, I attended the
Polish Community’s commemoration at
their war graves in St Mary’s Cemetery.
Acting Leader Edward Syndercombe
told us about their lovely poppy display
and flags in front of the war memorial,
incorporating the names of all those
war dead from or buried in Morpeth, of
all nationalities. The commemoration
ended with candles, flags and crosses
being laid at the graves by the Scouts
and children from three Polish schools.

I'would also like to give special thanks
to the members of Morpeth Women’s

Institute, and the many other groups
and individuals who assisted in
decorating the Buttermarket in the Town
Hall so beautifully with their poppy
cascade which was enjoyed by so many
in the weeks preceding Remembrance
Day, both in person and through social
media.

Turning to my fundraising as Mayor,
having raised over £1000 for Ellington
Colliery Band and over £3000 for
Wansbeck Valley Foodbank, both
based in Morpeth, I am now turning
my attention to fundraising for the 4th
Morpeth Scouts who are fundraising
for the extension of their Scout Hut in
Staithes Lane. This is much needed to
accommodate ever increasing numbers
of Scouts, Cubs, Beavers and new

Squirrel troop.

I'held a curry night at the Tandoor
Mahal restaurant on 22nd November,
and collected with the Scouts during the
Christmas events and entertainment on
Bridge Street over the weekend of the
19th & 20th November. There was also
a Festive Makers’ Market on Saturday,
26th November and Christmas Markets
to come on Saturday 10th and Sunday
11th December.

I am sure we are all looking forward
to some festive sparkle and seeing our
town illuminated by our beautiful
Christmas tree and lights.

Don’t forget to visit the Rotarians’ Tree
of Light in the Arcade, supporting local
charities including Calmer Therapy

in Stobhill Community Centre and
Stobhill Link. Also, not to be missed

is our Community Carol Service,
incorporating the Clock Tower carillion
in the Marketplace on Saturday, 17th
December at 4.30pm.

Morpeth Town Council, Morpeth Town Hall, Market Place, Morpeth NE61 1L.Z
Call 01670 514314 email joanne.wilson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or mayor@morpeth-tc.gov.uk or visit www.morpeth-tc.gov.uk
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I'would like to conclude by wishing
everyone a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Councillor Alison Byard
Mayor of Morpeth

Pavilion Café

!'1Special offer!! On presentation of this
voucher, you will be entitled to 10% off
your order up to and including Sunday
29th January.

We look forward to welcoming you in!
Our Winter opening hours are - 10am to
4pm Wednesday to Friday, 9.30am to 4pm
Saturday, 11am to 3.30pm Sunday.

Dogs are more than welcome inside

so feel free to pop in with your fury
friend whilst out on your daily strolls.
For updates on daily specials, you can
now follow us on Facebook, search The
Pavilion Café for more information.

Open 5 days a week in

Carlisle Park serving a
variety of food and drinks

Bring this voucher before
29th January 2023
to receive
10% off your Order!

(This voucher is valid for 1 use only, and cannot
be used in conjunction with any other offer)
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Are you looking for somewhere to hire
for a special occasion or somewhere to
host a community event?

Morpeth Town Hall and St. James Community Centre are both centrally
located and are available to hire for weddings, christening parties,
kiddies parties and any other social gathering!

If you would like further information please contact Morpeth Town
Council on 01670 514314 or visit our website for more information,
including the Terms and Conditions, www.morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCIL MEETING TIMETABLE

SEE NOTICEBOARDS AND WEBSITE

Meeting Timetable for January and February 2023. All meetings
will be held in the Corn Exchange of the Town Hall, unless
otherwise stated on the agenda. All Committee meetings commence
at 6:30 pm, unless otherwise stated on the posters or website.

Full Council
18th January 2023

Planning and Transport Committee

25th January and 8th February 2023

Finance and General Purposes Committee

11th January and 1st February 2023
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‘ MORPETH TOWN COUNCILLORS

MORPETH NORTH WARD
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COUNCILLOR DAVID BAWN
M. 07947 248 220
E. david.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR MIKE GREVESON
M. 07989 036 909
E. mike.greveson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR HARRY HALL
M. 07792 427 020
E. harry.hall@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RACHAEL HOGG
M. 07738 001173
E. rachael.hogg@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ELAINE SKINNER
T. 01670 512751
E. elaine.skinner@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH KIRKHILL WARD
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COUNCILLOR JUSTIN CLAYTON
M. 07525 746 781
E. justin.clayton@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ANDY COCHRANE
M. 07976 666 869
E. andy.cochrane@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ELISA LAWSON
M. 07849 522 005
E. elisa.lawson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JONATHAN RICHARDSON
M. 07522 784 390
E. jonathan.richardson@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR RICHARD WEARMOUTH
M. 07808 804 345
E. richard wearmouth@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

MORPETH STOBHILL WARD
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COUNCILLOR BETTY BAWN
T. 01670511101
E. betty.bawn@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ALISON BYARD

T. 01670515391

M. 07963 306 549

E. alison.byard@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JADE CRAWFORD
M. 07754 042 455
E. jade.crawford@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR SHIRLEY PEACOCK
M. 07545 934 945
E. shirley.peacock@morpeth-tc.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR JOHNNY WEARMOUTH
M. 07956 429 942
E. johnnywearmouth@morpeth- tc.gov.uk

Home addresses are available from the Town Council Offices or website



Carter-Smith

Planning Consultants

Forall :
of your ™
planning
==

cartersmithplanning.co.uk

(0]V]3 Chartered Town * Householder Planning Applications (Extensions & Conversions)
PIanner Tony has more * New Build Applications (Domestic & Commercial)
i, * Appeals
than 20 years professional . (U B —
experience gi\"ng hlm the e Lawful Development Certificates
knowledge to help you = Barn Conversions
with all of your planning ¢ Advertisement Consents

e Planning Conditions (Discharge, Removal of & Variations)
and property needs.

* Design and Access Statements/Planning Statements
e Listed Building Consents
* Prior Notification Applications

SULTATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE FOR
NERS SEEKING TO EXTEND THEIR HOMES

Get in touch, we would be happy to help you with your project whatever the size!

1.0771 896 7722 V. tony@cartersmithplanning.com
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@ Direct Hearing
Services

OF MORPETH

Free hearing test and assessment

Appointments in the comfort of your own home or come to
me on Stobhill Farm with easy parking

All makes and models supplied and repaired

The latest technology - Bluetooth, wireless accessories,
smartphone apps

27 years of experience

HCPC registered audiologist

Completely independent - unlike most high street companies

60 day no quibble full refund guarantee if not 100% satisfied

If you've been quoted elsewhere, give us a call to see how
much you could save.

STAN HERON RHAD

01670 504182

11 Chathill Close Morpeth Northd NE61 2TH
www.directhearingservices.com




School

Cricket team

Celebrating again 50 years on!

Former members of a King
Edward VI Grammar School
cricket team who earned a
remarkable victory 50 years
ago at one of the ‘homes’ of
English cricket, will meet for
the first time in half a century
to recall the day they became
national Under 15 champions.

In becoming the first national champions
in their age group in 1972, they were
also the inaugural winners of the Esso
Colts cricket trophy sponsored by the
petroleum company and The Cricketer
Magazine.

The team reached the final at The Oval,
with victories over Richmond School
Cumbria, and Blackpool Collegiate
Grammar School, before quarter

and semi-final wins over Altringham
Grammar School and Warwick School
respectively.

The final was a two-day affair with a
visit to Lords to not only tour the famous
Long Room but watch Middlesex play the
Australians, before taking on Brighton
Hove and Sussex Grammar School in the

Ephesus

RESTAURANT

The victorious team (pictured back row left to right), Maurice Graham, Dave Griffiths, Peter Rowley,
Ray Dunn, Paul Thornton and coach Alan Best. (Front row left to right) Trevor Logan, Colin Green,
Peter Rutherford, Paul Whitfield, Brian Penfold, Keith Harrison and Peter Herbert.

final match where they ran out winners
by just eight runs.

“It was both a marvellous and memorable
occasion for us all, supported by bus loads
of vociferous Morpeth supporters,” Colin
Green who batted at Number Three, told
Inside Morpeth.

Joyous celebrations saw the lads
presented with medals and cricket bats

y
°\

o edl]

by England Test legend Jim Laker. As
Colin recalls, the cup run and final victory
attracted both national and local publicity
followed by a Town Hall civic reception
hosted by the then Morpeth Mayor Geoff
Brown.

“For the first time in 50 years we will
meet again at Morpeth Rugby Club, to
reminisce over an event never to be
forgotten,” added Colin.

True duste of Wk%
Clristas,,

S

Vegetarian

71 BRIDGE STREET MORPETH / OPEN TUESDAYS - SATURDAYS 5PM - 9PM

Festive Opening Hours: Closed - Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year's Day.
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TMP Wealth
Management

Inspiring the next
generation...

As we are based in Morpeth, in
the beautiful listed building by
the side of the Waterford Armes,
we are always keen to support
the local community and were
delighted to play a part in the
KEVI Inspires event at The King
Edward VI School.

The event was designed to inspire
students and further fuel their ambition
as the school works across the North East
to shape, support and develop excellence
in Careers Education. Hundreds of
students and parents gathered to explore
the opportunities that could lie ahead.

They were joined by TMP Wealth
Management Operations Director Tony
Hopper. “It was fantastic to see so many
youngsters keen to get a solid grasp on a
career they want to pursue and pleasing
to chat to dozens of children and parents
who showed a real interest in financial
services,” he said.

Organisers are keen to support young
people to make decisions about the next
stage of their education or training and
their future career and brought together
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representatives from a varied range of
businesses, institutions and organisations
across a wide range of sectors to provide
parents, carers and young people with
the best and most up to date information,
advice and guidance.

“It follows the mantra of ‘if you can see it,
you can be it The event aims to inspire
students with the possibilities of the
future beyond our school, whether that be
at 16 or 18,” commented Leanne Johnston.

The Assistant Head helped organise

the event and was thrilled with the
response. “For students, they got real-
time, real information about the realities
of working or studying in a particular
setting or context. They got ideas and
encouragement. For some it opened them
up to new possibilities and exposed them
to things they had never thought possible;
that is the power of the event. Some
students will have made contacts for work
experience too, this has happened at past
events and has been hugely beneficial,”
she said.

“We have provided insight and
opportunities for our students, enhancing
their knowledge and understanding of
opportunities beyond school. This is so

important in a world that is constantly
evolving with new Post 16 qualifications
like T Levels, reforms to Higher Education
applications and the dynamic nature

of 21st Century employment. The event
strengthens our partnership network

that can support work in other areas

of the school, careers programme and

the curriculum.

“The best people to tell students about
the opportunities in our local area are
the people who provide them and work
in those sectors and it can make such

a difference to a young person’s life.
Schools can be challenging to work
with, we are restricted by our timetable
at times, but with creative thinking

we can ensure businesses can create a
sustainable talent pipeline and students
at King Edward’s have access to a wide
range of opportunities.”

TMP Operations Director Tony Hopper
was delighted with the outcome and is
keen to continue the support. “Inspiring
young people to push themselves and
explore career opportunities is incredibly
humbling and rewarding and we look
forward to being part of the 9th event
planned next year,” he said.



"BathroomandTile..

Discover an extensive range
of beautiful bathrooms
and stunning tiles locally!

A truly inspirational showroom for
creating the perfect bathroom.

1
......
it

L ‘BathroomandTile..
W\ Tel: 01670 522 066

www.bathroomandtileco.co.uk

- .. ; _ , 38 Woodhorn Road, Ashington, NE63 9AE
i Trade enquiries welcome

Serving Morpeth and the surrounding area for over 50 years!

THOMPSONS |
OF MORPET ) WQ

e TYRES ¢ SERVICE ¢« MOT o DIAGNOSTICS ¢ EXHAUSTS o BATTERIES o

WINTER TYRES _
NOW IN STOCK
01670 512651

www.morpethtyres.co.uk

18B Coopies Haugh, Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate, Morpeth, NE61 6JN



Promotional Feature

WITH INFLATION AND RISING INTEREST
RATES -IS NOW A GOOD TIME TO INVEST?

Sometimes it may feel counter intuitive to invest in
the stock market when shares are volatile, and the
economic situation is uncertain. It is important to
reflect on why we invest in the first place. For most,
this is for longer-term financial outcomes, such as
retirement or providing for children. It is likely that
despite the current turbulence in the economy or the
stock market that these long-term plans remain the
same. Understandably for many the focus is on the
shorter-term impacts of high inflation and increasing
interest rates and looking to fully understand the
impacts of this on their finances.

You might consider taking out some of your
investment to pay for other things, or reduce

the amount you pay into your pension, but it is
important to understand the impact that these
shorter-term decisions could have on your long-term
financial plans. This could mean that you may have
less in your pension fund when you reach retirement
age, either impacting your quality of life in retirement
or meaning you must work for longer, or that you are
unable to help children with their financial situation.
It is important where possible to keep these longer-
term financial goals in mind when making decisions
and look through market volatility.

We understand that it can be unnerving to see
the impact that volatility can have on the value
of your investments, you may be wondering
what to do next.

Market shocks are often triggered by specific events
and the uncertainty they create. Once the situation
becomes more certain, confidence often returns, and
markets may recover.

There are ways that investors can look to lessen the
impact of market volatility and help keep their long-
term financial plans on track. If you want to find out
more you can speak with Mark Grainger, our

NFU Mutual Financial Adviser.

It’'s important to remember, the value of investments
can fall and you may get back less than invested

Mark operates out of Morpeth agency and is
available to meet customers on a face to face basis
in order to give advice in this area of financial
planning. Alternatively, for those customers who
prefer to have an initial chat over the phone, please
contact the Morpeth agency on 01670 511 252.

Mark is also able to give advice on many other areas
of financial planning, whether it be simple pension
and ISA planning, or more complex areas such as
pension transfers.

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on

NFU Mutual products and selected products from
specialist providers. Mark will explain the advice
services we offer and the charges. Financial advice is
provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

Mark Grainger,
Financial Adviser

NFU Mutual Morpeth agency,
Unit 6, Telford Court Loansdean,
Morpeth, NE61 2DB

07967 698 318
mark_grainger@nfumutual.co.uk

nfumutual.co.uk/financial-planning

NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

S E Rank & J E Watson is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited. And an introducer to
NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.
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£1500

Deposit Contribution*

9% APR

Representative

SYEARS

Servicing Included**

\7 Vertu Honda Morpeth
| | Coopies Lane Morpeth NE61 6JN
U _J Call 01670 501 444 or visit or search Vertu Honda Morpeth

Fuel economy figures (Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP)) - CR-V Hybrid EX - mpg (//100km): Low 34.9 mpg (8.1 1/100km), Medium 48.7mpg (5.8 1/100km), High 47.1 mpg (6.0
1/100km, Extra High 32.8mpg (8.6 1/100km), Combined 39.2mpg (7.2 I/100km). Combined CO, emissions: 163 CO, g/km. The fuel consumption you achieve under real life driving conditions and CO,
produced will depend upon several factors including the accessories fitted after registration, variations in driving styles, weather conditions and vehicle load. Figures stated are based on a standardised
test cycle and may not reflect real world driving, therefore they should be used for comparison purposes only. Customers should only compare vehicles tested to the same technical procedures.

urrent ral
S D ) ) ! Ir Honda for a ne
2quired in certair “umstances met < \ le to sons aged 18 or ove >t to ct at time of publication but may be varied or withdre at ondaFranch\seDealers

are credlt brokers not lenders. As the dea\er offers products from a Ilmlted number of careful\y se\ected fmance prowders they are not independent financial advisors. We may or may not make a payment and/or reward to
the dealer if you emerlmoanagreememwnh us. 1 Finance Honda Financial Se trading name of Honda Finance

at Companies House No ( 8. Honda Finance \uthority, Financial Se s Register numbe

Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 1HL a company

> Eurog ,m,\q;\u.,,,
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Customer Paul Bassett with Vertu Honda Morpeth Sales Manager Mark Spring and Sales Executive Andy Davis

Vertu Honda
Morpeth

Paul's happy to go
that extra mile!

When it comes to buying a car
Paul Bassett should know a
thing or two about what are
the best ones to choose after
driving some of the smartest
new models around the region.

Before he retired Paul drove car
transporters delivering new vehicles
from all the top manufacturers, to leading
dealerships across the North East for
many years and out of all those models he
delivered, he chose a Honda as his own
personal transport.

Over the past ten years Paul has had two
Honda Civics and two Jazz models, all
bought from Vertu Honda.

At first, he bought his cars from the
company’s Newcastle dealership in
Scotswood Road from Sales Executive
Andy Davis.

But, when the company decided to

open a new dealership on Coopies Lane
Industrial Estate in Morpeth, just over five
years ago, Paul chose to follow Andy who
had been transferred to his new place of
work in the town, even though he lives

in South Shields.

“Andy has always looked after me so well
that I decided to come to Morpeth with
him,” said Paul, who has no regrets about
going that extra mile or two to the town.
“I simply pop through the Tyne Tunnel
and it’s a straight run into Morpeth where
everyone is fantastic, taking care of
whatever I need done to my cars by way
of service or maintenance.”

So much so, Paul is waiting to take
delivery of his next Honda early in the
New Year - the all-new Civic - again from
Vertu Honda Morpeth.

“I wouldn’t go past a Honda now,” he
said “and I can’t wait to take delivery of
my new Civic after test-driving the car
at Morpeth.”

Paul clearly loves his cars, although he is
equally passionate about his motor bikes
— but this time his favourite two-wheel
machine is a BMW. “I love getting out on
my bike, especially having a run up the
Northumberland coast on a nice sunny
day, to Bamburgh or Seahouses,” he said.

It may be an old cliché, but Paul says

he loves the feeling of the freedom of
the road that riding his bike gives him.
But, when he needs that little bit extra
comfort, then its back to his latest Honda
motor car!

Why not follow in Paul’s wheel tracks, and
call into Vertu Honda Morpeth to find out
more about all the latest Honda models.

inside Morpeth 39



@& HYUNDAI

The award-winning WHATCAR?
Hyundai TUCSON. SR VEAR

AWARDS
2022

Hyundai Tucson

With up to £11750 towa rds Best family SUV for
your deposit® and 6.9% APR.

Representative @
motoreasy

Everything car, done for you

—

N

Come see for yourself and
order soon to avoid the queue.

Bristol Street Hyundai Morpeth
Motors

Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN
0330 178 7355 | bristolstreet.co.uk/hyundai

~Deposit contribution only available in conjunction with Personal Contract Purchase or Personal Motor Loan. £1,750 deposit contribution applies to TUCSON 48V Mild Hybrid,
Hybrid and Plug-in Hybrid models. £1,500 deposit contribution applies to TUCSON Petrol. T&Cs apply. Subject to status. 18s and over. Guarantee may be required. Hyundai
Finance, RH2 9AQ. All offers are subject to availability, while stocks last and are only available to private retail customers on new cars purchased, registered in the UK between 1st
October 2022 and 31st December 2022, and sourced through Hyundai Motor UK Ltd or its authorised dealers. Deposit contributions are not valid in conjunction with Affinity.

Bristol Street Motors Hyundai Morpeth is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the
UNL'M'TED Financial Conduct Authority (Company registration number 04722957). VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu
MILEAGE WARRANTY

House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 OXA.
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Tuscon is top of
its class - again!

Having one of their models
nominated for an award by
the motoring press in their
annual choices of best cars on
the market in their different
categories, is something that
most motor manufacturers
recognise as a true,
independent evaluation of
the vehicle.

Because - like restaurant critics — the
press pundits can often be hard to please,
going over the cars they test with the
proverbial fine-tooth comb as they do,
often in the sort of extreme conditions the
cars will never encounter in their day-to-
day journeys in the hands of their owners.

So, when cars win awards from the
motoring press, they really do have
something to shout about!

Take the Hyundai Tuscon, for example.
It has a clutch of awards to its name
including a ‘Car of the Year’, best family
and best hybrid. It’s latest in the What
Car 2022 awards, saw the Tuscon chosen
as the best family SUV (Sports Utility
Vehicle) for practicality and it is easy

to see why.

The latest Tuscon is the fourth generation
of the car, which has firmly established
its itself as Hyundai’s best-selling SUV
with more than seven millions cars sold
around the world since its launch.

The new Tuscon is not-so-much an
evolution of a predecessor, but a full-
blown redesign. As one press pundit
put it: “The bigger and better Tuscon

is absolutely fantastic” while a fellow
tester wrote that the car is ‘lovely to
drive, practical and easy to live with and
economical to run,” ending the report
with the conclusion that the Tuscon was

the best car he had driven all year!

The car itself has plenty of space inside
for passengers and in the boot for luggage
or shopping with no lip to lift heavier
objects over. The stylish Tuscon is
available with a choice of hybrid engines
and comes with generous specifications
and high-tech interior.

Tuscons have always scored heavily on
dependability and the latest model has
plenty of safety features on board to
keep drivers and their passengers out of
trouble.

What’s even better news right now, is that
Hyundai is offering buyers up to £1,750
towards their deposit on the car and 6.9
per cent APR. With that in mind Hyundai
is inviting potential owners to check out
the Tuscon at the Bristol Street Motors
dealership on Coopies Lane, Morpeth -
before there’s a queue!
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Bristol Street

Ford

ADVERTORIAL

finding you the car
of your dreams!

The cost of living crisis is
unquestionably forcing many
people to face up to some very
tough decisions in regard to
their day-to-day lives.

But, when it comes to making one of the
biggest decisions in life such as deciding
to buy a car, Bristol Street Motors
dealerships across the country are best
placed to do all they can to make it as
easy as possible to get on the road with
a new vehicle.

For after all that is what the company has
been doing so well for the past 100 years!

Take the Bristol Street Motors Ford
dealership at Morpeth, for instance. From
the ever-popular Fiesta at one of the scale
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to the exotic Mustang at the other, with
the Focus, Puma, Ecosport, and Kuga

in between, the dealership on Coopies
Lane, can offer the full choice of Fords
in a variety of unbeatable offers, all with
a complete range of affordable, flexible
finance packages.

Right now, the dealership can offer,
for instance, 0% APR on two year
Ford Options, along with a £500
upgrade saving.

The company has decades of experience
of helping millions of people to buy a new
or pre-owned car, and right now it is also
leading the way in keeping pace with the
technological, innovation changes that
are heralding the switch from petrol and
diesel motors, to electric vehicles.

Ford, itself, is committed to ensuring that
all the vehicles rolling off its production
lines, will be fully electric in the next
decade. In the build up to that date,
hybrid model are introducing motorists
to the idea of electrification and the

sales team at Coopies Lane is fully up to
speed on the rapid advances being made
particularly in regard to the development
of battery technologies which are
meaning that charging is now much faster
and lasts longer between charges.

Everyone at Coopies Lane, it committed to
ensuring customers are very welcome to
discuss a new car deal in the dealership’s
relaxed and friendly atmosphere so they
can make the right decision to drive out
with the car of their dreams and one that
is perfectly suited to their motoring needs.



MAKE IT

0% APR | £500

On 2 Year Ford Options- Upgrade Saving-

H FORD MORPETH
BrIStOI Street Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 6JN

Motors 0330 096 0795 | bristolstreet.co.uk/ford

We are a credit broker and not a lender. Finance is subject to status and finance company acceptance. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders and their finance
products. We will typically receive a commission from the lender, as either a fixed fee or a fixed percentage on the amount you borrow. The commission we earn does not change by
the type of finance. A guarantee may be required. The finance rate will vary dependent of customer personal circumstances for in dealership purchases. Eligible retail customers only.
Promotion is available for new vehicles contracted between 1st October and 31st December 2022 and registered by 30th June 2023. “Finance subject to status. Freepost Ford Credit.
Certain business types are excluded from Ford Options. See ford.co.uk for further information. Excludes Kuga Titanium PHEV, Mondeo (non-hybrid), S-MAX (non-hybrid), Galaxy
(non-hybrid), Mustang, All-Electric Mustang Mach-E, current Ranger and All-New Ranger. ~£500 Upgrade Saving off selected new Ford Cars. Current Ranger Raptor and All-New
Ranger Raptor Upgrade Saving £500 (inc. VAT). You do not need to part exchange your vehicle. Your current vehicle must be [1] a Ford vehicle that’s over 4 years old from date of first
registration or [2] a non-Ford vehicle of any age which you must have owned for a minimum of 4 months or [3] a used Ford vehicle which you must have owned for a minimum of 4
months. Eligible retail customers only. Excludes Privilege, Advantage, D-Plan and Ambassador programmes. Excludes Trend, Zetec series, Kuga Titanium PHEV and All-Electric
Mustang Mach-E. Bristol Street Motors Ford Morpeth is a trading name of Grantham Motor Company Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
(Company registration number 04722957). VAT Registration number 902737238. Registered office: Vertu House, Fifth Avenue Business Park, Team Valley, Gateshead, NE11 OXA.




WHAT'S ON?

OHYESITIS -

THE PANTO

SEASON IS NEARLY HERE...

....and the Morpeth Pantomime Society has
what it believes is a blockbuster production
up its sleeve that will have the audiences at its
forthcoming shows, rocking in the aisles!

The cast and crew of ‘Snow White’ — written for the society,
choreographed, produced and directed by the North East’s
‘Mr Panto himself Lee Brannigan — say the show will be a
throw-back to the good old pantomime traditions of a simple
story well told; plenty of slapstick and knock-about fun; good
tunes to sing-along to; and lots of audience participation.

When the cast take to the stage ‘Snow White’ will be the
Society’s 43 production, but it will be the first Lee has been
involved in, and he is bringing all the stagecraft he has
learned as a professional entertainer on cruise ships as
well as appearing in West End shows such as 42nd Street,
to the panto.

Also making her debut as a panto lead will be 15-year-old
Eva Dumphey playing the title role of Snow White. Alongside
her as her little companions will be seven of the youngest
members of the cast, while playing Prince Charming will be
Jane Pedersen.

“We are confident that our performances of Snow White
are going to be the nearest thing to a professional panto that
an amateur company can produce,” said the Society’s Lucy
Gammer. “Everything from the costumes, to the acting and
the sets, will have a professional feel to it.

“Everyone is working so hard in stage rehearsals and behind

the scenes, under the brilliant direction of Lee, to make this a
panto not to be missed!”

Four shows have already been confirmed on Thursday and
Friday January 26th and 27 both starting in the main hall

at KEVI at 7pm, with a Saturday matinee at 1pm followed

by an evening performance at 6pm. A possible additional
performance on Friday January 25th, has yet to be confirmed.

Tickets costing £6 each, can be purchased via the Box
Office 0333 666 3366 or through the website
www.morpethpantomimesociety.com.

Any proceeds from the production will be donated to the
Sandcastle Trust which supports families with children living
with a rare genetic condition, in memory of young Felix
Davison from Morpeth.

CHILDREN'S CLASSIC COMES TO MORPETH

A much-loved tale which has
held children spellbound for
more than 100 years, will be
brought to life in Morpeth when
the wonderful Northumberland
Theatre Company presents its
adaption of Kenneth Grahame’s
The Wind in the Willows on
Thursday December 8th at the
New Life Christian Centre in
Dacre Street.
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First published in 1908 the story
tells of the friendship between Mole,
Ratty, Badger and Mr Toad and the
adventures they have together in the
Wild Wood.

Adapted for NTC by Louis Roberts

with music by Matt Besford and Lucy
Desbrow, the production will introduce
its young audience to the four main
characters whose heartwarming
friendships blossom as they embark on
their adventures together.

The production presented by Greater
Morpeth Development Trust (GMDT),

is said to be suitable for children of all
ages with plenty of music, songs, laughs
and joyous moments. The show which
begins at 7pm runs over two 35-minute
halves with a 15 minute interval in
between.

Tickets are £5 each and are available
from GMDT (01670 503866);
www.ticketsource.co.uk;

or The Chantry TIC, Morpeth.



NEXT SPRING'S MORPETH BOOK FESTIVAL
WILL BE EVEN BIGGER AND BETTER!

Planning is well underway
for the second Morpeth Book
Festival next Spring which
the organisers are promising
will be even bigger and better
than the inaugural event held
earlier this year.

Greater Morpeth Development Trust
(GMDT) and Northumberland County
Library Service, combined forces to
stage the town’s first book festival
last April which was hailed as an
outstanding success.

So much so, it was decided almost
immediately to stage a 2023 festival
and already a host of national, regional
and local authors have been signed

up to take part in the three-day event
starting on Friday March 31st.

The festival organisers were delighted
to welcome to the first festival, two of
the Northern and national ‘queens of
crime writing’ Ann Cleeves (Vera) and

Some events at St George’s United
Reformed Church, Morpeth, over the
coming days.

Advent series of meetings sharing the
Christmas Story. All welcome. Thursdays
December 8th, 15th and 22nd starting at
2pm in St George’s Drysdale Room.

Coffee Morning with sale of Christmas
floral decorations plus other stalls.
Saturday December 10th from 10am
until Noon.

Annual Community Carol Service
attended by the Mayor Councillor Alison
Byard. Everyone welcome to join in singing
some favourite carols.

‘Night of Miracles.” A Christmas Concert
with the Mid Northumberland Chorus.
Saturday December 17th at 7pm. Tickets
costing £7 from Choir Members or by
contacting 01670 515870.

Joint Services with Morpeth Methodist
Church. Sunday December 18th. 10am a
joint nativity service at Morpeth Methodist

Maria Hannah (DCI Kate Daniels, Ryan
& O’Neil and Stone & Oliver) and they
are thrilled to say that Mari will return
for another Morpeth appearance next
Spring where she will be able to update
her audience with news about the Kate
Daniel series now in development for
television by a production company
involving Stephen Fry.

Also appearing at next year’s Festival
will be the third best-selling Northern
crime writer L J Ross whose books
which are set in the region from the
Borders and Holy Island down into
County Durham, have sold more than
seven million copies worldwide.

Other ‘big names’ already signed up
for the Morpeth festival, are author,
poet, broadcaster, educational-guru,
after-dinner speaker and raconteur
Gervase Phinn; writer, historian and
diarist David Willem; and Dan Jackson
whose book ‘The Northumbrians’ is
fast becoming the definitive story of
the people and places that form the

Church. 6pm a joint carol service at
St George’s United Reformed Church.

Waterstones Morpeth

Celebrated local author historian and

region’s history from the Venerable
Bede, to the Prince-Bishops of Durham,
the Viz comic and the television
programme Geordie Shore!

They will all be supported by a host
of local writers for a weekend of
literary excellence.

As GMDT’s Director of Culture & Art,
Frank Rescigno commented: “We hope
this teaser will whet the appetite for
what promises to be another amazing
weekend of words. Our aim is to build
on the festival foundations we laid
down earlier this year at our inaugural
event by bringing more best-selling
authors to talk to Morpeth audiences
alongside some of the very best local
and regional writers, so we can firmly
put the town on the North East book
festival map!”

Full details of who to see, where

and when at the 2023 Morpeth Book
Festival will be published in the next
February edition of Inside Morpeth.

NEED A ROOF REPAIR?

Looking for Quality,
Honesty and Reliability?

J Lamb & Son
of Morpeth

The North’s Premier Roof Repair
& Maintenance Specialist
80% of our work comes from
recommendations

All Work Guaranteed
Unbeatable Prices
Storm Damage
Insurance Work

Slates, tiles, Chimney Stacks
& Ridge Tile Re-points

Gable End Tile Repair
Under Felt Replacement
Guttering Work

Skylight - Velux Windows
Fitted

broadcaster John Grundy will be at the
Morpeth store, signing copies of his recently
published History of Northumberland book
from 5pm to 7pm on December 8th. Mince
pies and a glass of wine.

Free Roof Health Check

Call us today for Free estimates
and advice. No job to small:

01670 518024
Find us in Yellow Pages Yell.com.
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Gardening with

Ross Pearson

Plenty of work in the garden
during cold winter months

By Inside Morpeth gardening columnist Ross Pearson

Winter creeps into the

garden in various guises. The
quintessential chocolate box
scene of deeply piled fluffy
white snow, children wrapping
a snowman in a scarf to stave
off the biting cold while the fire
is stoked in a cosy log cabin,

is almost certainly a memory
consigned to the annals of
history rather than a hopeful
glimpse of things to come.

The perils of climate change have
brought with it long winters of mixed
and changeable weather; cold, windy and
almost certainly wet. Still, there is always
the hope that a freak Arctic blast could
paint our landscape in the style of the
chocolate box of old. But only for a few
weeks, please - there is, after all, much

to prepare in our gardens in readiness

of spring!

Sub-zero temperatures at night can wreak
havoc on a garden if precautions aren’t
taken early. Wrap outdoor taps and
exposed pipes in bubblewrap to stop the
frozen water expanding. Greenhouses
may not be the first priority to spend your
money heating over winter but covering
the inside of the glass with bubblewrap
will give your frost-tender plants a
fighting chance. Be sure to float a ball on
the surface of ponds to leave an air hole
for any creatures lurking in the deep.

Now is the time to prune a plethora of
flora in a bid to concentrate spring growth
in the right buds. When pruning apple
and pear trees, think about ‘the three d’s’

- dead, dying and diseased, and thin out
growth to form a goblet shape and allow
in light to the ripening fruits. Winter
wisteria pruning involves cutting back
last year’s new growth to two or three
buds. Any gaps in the growth can be filled
by training unpruned stems into its place.
Prune grape vines no later than December
to stop the plant bleeding sap.

Rhubarb really benefits from dividing
every five years or so to stop the crowns
from overcrowding and to encourage
vigorous new growth. Lift in early
December and split into clumps with good
rhizomes and buds attached. Stay clear
of the centre of the plant as the growth
will be weaker. Rhubarb doesn’t like to
be wet so plant in drier areas whilst
digging in good amounts of organic
matter to the hole.

Plant up amaryllis bulbs for spectacular
indoor displays and force hyacinth bulbs
in the dark. Once the shoots are an inch
tall, place them in the light but most
crucially somewhere cool to promote
straight and healthy flowers. Cut branches
and sprigs of evergreens for sumptuous
winter displays. Eucalyptus, viburnum,
winter jasmine, holly, ivy, pine and yew
all stand well and add cheer to the home.

)
\

Keeping gardening tools shipshape

A gardener is only as good as his or her
tools and nothing causes more frustration
or damage in a garden than a blunt tool!
Sharpen secateurs, spades, hoes and
trowels and liberally apply oil to all metal
tools to avoid rust. Boiled linseed oil on
tool handles not only nourishes the wood
but makes them so much nicer to use in
the hands. Lets face it, there is no better
winter task than popping to the shed with
a cuppa to care for your beloved garden
tools - or is that just me?

HEDGE CUTTING & MAINTENANCE

QUALITY SERVICE GUARANTEED

E: woodyshedgecutting@gmail.com M: 07889 866 269

Find us on ﬁ /woodys hedge-cutting to view our latest work
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JULIE’S TILES
AND BATHROOMS

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY BATHROOMS, TILES AND ACCESSORIES

WALK-IN COMPLETE

SHOWER FURNITURE
DEAL PACK

1700mm x 700mm Low profile tray Basin and unit
1000mm x 8mm Screen BTW Pan with SC seat and unit

Twin-head shower Concealed cistern
90mm Turbo waste Mono tap and clicker waste

NOW OPEN - GED'S TILE FACTORY

¥ 1000’S OF STUNNING TILES IN STOCK, ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
€ GREAT RANGE OF OUTDOOR TILES 20MM THICK
¢ 100’'S OF DELUX SHOWER WALL CLADDING DESIGNS

Tel: 01670 520 030 www.julies-bathrooms.co.uk
Unit 13 Armstrong Court, North Seaton Ind. Est., Ashington, NE63 OYB



MORPETH RUGBY CLUB

il 2] amazing new space

LAIDLAWS SPORTS BAR ELSIE DAVIS SUITE

Our clubhouse has undergone a major refurbishment and now
has an elegant and spacious suite available to hire for your
celebrations, Weddings and anniversaries parties, catering for up
to 250 guests. As well as the new Sports Bar and Conference
Room which are also available for hire.

OPENING TIMES:
Tuesdays - Fridays 4pm to 1opm, Saturdays 11am - 11pm (food from Noon), Sundays 9am to 1pm
The clubhouse is open for all the community to enjoy. Ample free parking.

To make a booking, to enquire or for more information please give us a call:

Kerry Stephenson, Events Manager - 07538 411 262
or email functions@morpethrfc.co.uk




